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Please note that an application is no guarantee of a classification

Intellectual Impairment Classification 
Process – Step by Step

I need to know how I get classification in swimming 
for someone with a learning disability/intellectual 

impairment

Contact Home Nation classification Lead for advice on the 
appropriate classification: UK (SportExcel UK) or 

International (Virtus)

Scotland
Scottish Disability Sport 

http://www.scottishdisabilitysport.
com/sds/index.cfm/contact/regio

n al-managers

England
Swim England Para-Swimming 

Talent Team 
paratalent@swimming.org

Wales
National Para-Swimming 

Pathway Manager. 
https://swimwales.org/contact-us

Decision made

Virtus (was Inas) SportExcelUK(formerly UKSA)

Contact SportExcel UK for further guidance.
https://sportexceluk.org/

e: classification@sportexceluk.org

Follow the next procedure (2) 
for Virtus

Application

SportExcel UK will administer the application and 
notify the swimmer & British Swimming of an 

approved application.

Must have current
membership 

SE Club Compete or 
SASA/WASA       

equivalent
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Step 2 Procedure for Virtus
Classification Application 

Virtus Classification required

Does the swimmer meet the required 
eligibility criteria of: 
1. An full scale IQ score of 75 or below
2. Evidence of significant limitations in adaptive behaviour

3. Evidence of age of onset before the age of 18

Refer to Virtus website for guidance notes and application forms: 
https://www.virtus.sport/applying-for-athlete-eligibility

Seek further advice regarding application and documentation required

Gather supporting documentation and evidence
a) Photo with name on reverse
b) Photograph page of current passport
c) IQ test & report - Fully completed & signed and in correct format
d) Copy of IQ Summary sheet (raw scores).
e) Adaptive behaviour test & report - Fully completed & signed and in correct format.
f) Copy of Adaptive behaviour Summary sheet (raw scores).
g) Evidence of Age of onset both documentary if available, but always with summary

statement in psychologist reports.

Application form completed

Photocopy all documentation and post originals with completed application form to: 
Classification Dept, Aquatics GB, SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive, 

Loughborough, LE11 3QF

Sent to National Eligibility Office
(NEO) for evaluation. 
NEO will evaluate the 

application send to Virtus and 
notify the swimmer & British

Para-Swimming of Virtus 

All correct documentation received

Return to for amended/omitted 
information 

NO

Yes


